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Chapter 1240-04-03 
Licensure Rules for Child Care Centers 

 
Amendments 

 
Rule 1240-04-03-.09, Program, is amended by deleting subparagraphs (g) and (h) of paragraph 
(7), and by substituting instead the following language so that, as amended, subparagraph (g) of 
paragraph (7) shall read as follows: 
 
  (g) Personal Safety Curriculum. 

  
 1. For ages three (3) through school-age, a curriculum shall be offered that 

shall include instruction, at least once a year, in personal safety.  
 

 2. Personal Safety Curriculum Components and Guidelines. 
 
  (i) The personal safety curriculum shall include a Department-

recognized component for the prevention of child abuse, including, 
for children four (4) years of age and older, a child sexual abuse 
prevention component.  

 
  (ii) The curriculum shall be based upon curriculum guidelines provided 

by the Department to the child care provider in any suitable format. 
The child care provider may choose terminology and instructional 
methods for this curriculum with a goal of providing clear, effective 
and appropriate instruction to the children in personal safety, 
including the prevention of all forms of child abuse. 

 
 3. Personal Safety Instruction Requirements for School-Age Children. 
 
  (i) For school-age children, the curriculum shall include instruction for 

reporting physical, sexual or verbal abuse. 
 
  (ii) Children of school-age shall not be required to receive personal 

safety instruction from the child care agency if they annually 
receive personal safety instruction as required by this 
subparagraph (g) in the curriculum of their local public education 
agency, or, if they receive such instruction in any other educational 
setting, as approved, in either circumstance, by the Department.  

 
  (iii) Documentation of Personal Safety Instruction in Educational 

Settings. 
 
   (I) Written documentation, in a form and manner approved by 

the Department, verifying that annual personal safety 
instruction as required by this subparagraph (g) is being 
provided in a public educational setting to each child enrolled 
in the child care agency, shall be maintained on file with the 
Department.  

 
   (II) For children who do not attend public schools, the child care 

provider shall secure and maintain documentation, in a form 
and manner approved by the Department, verifying that each 
school-age child enrolled in the child care agency is 
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receiving annual personal safety instruction as required by 
this subparagraph (g).  

 
 4. Beginning October 1, 2008, the personal safety curriculum used by a 

child care agency shall be made available by the child care agency to 
parents and legal guardians for review. The child care agency shall use a 
standard notification form developed by the Department that will be 
provided to the parents or legal guardians by the child care agency to 
confirm that the parents/guardians have been notified of the curriculum 
to be used and of their opportunity to review the personal safety 
curriculum. 

 
 5. The record of each enrolled child shall include a copy of the signed 

notification form acknowledging that parents/legal guardians have been 
provided an opportunity to review the agency’s personal safety 
curriculum, and have been notified of the sexual abuse/personal safety 
curriculum for their child. 

 
 6. If parents/legal guardians have questions regarding the personal safety 

curriculum, a representative of the child care agency shall meet with the 
parents/legal guardians to discuss the curriculum. 

 
Authority: T.C.A. §§ 4-5-202; 71-3-502(l). 





SS-7039 (October, 2008) 
g:\legal\dhsrules\08-06ChildCarePersonalSafety-Centers\rulemaking\08-06childcarepersonalsafety-centersfinaltextR.doc  
  December 17, 2008 
g:\legal\dhsrules\08-06ChildCarePersonalSafety-Centers\working\rulemaking\08-06childcarepersonalsafety-centersfinaltextR.doc  
  December 17, 2008 

5

Regulatory Flexibility Addendum 
Pursuant to Public Chapter 464 of the 105th General Assembly, prior to initiating the rule making process as 
described in § 4-5-202(a)(3) and § 4-5-202(a), all agencies shall conduct a review of whether a proposed rule or 
rule affects small businesses. 
 
These rules do not appear to substantially affect small businesses as defined in the Regulatory Flexibility Act, as 
the paperwork required by these rules will consist of the 1-2 page notification form required by statute.  
Furthermore, the Department is promulgating these rules as required by Public Chapter 1032.   
 


